Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.013 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
In the title compound, [HgCl 2 (C 6 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ], the two independent Hg II cations are each located on a twofold rotation axis and coordinated by two pyridine N atoms from two 2-amino-3-methylpyridine ligands and two Cl À anions in a distorted tetrahedral geometry. An intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bond occurs in each independent complex molecule. Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds occur in the crystal structure. 
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Azadeh Tadjarodi, Keyvan Bijanzad and Behrouz Notash Comment 2-Amino-3-methylpyridine (ampy) is capable of coordinating to metals not only through the nitrogen atom of the pyridyl group (Arab Ahmadi et al., 2011; Tadjarodi et al., 2010; Amani Komaei et al., 1999; Ziegler et al., 2000; Castillo et al., 2001 ) but also via the nitrogen atom of the amino group (Chen et al., 2005) . So far, different structures of proton-transfer compounds, [(ampyH) 2 CoX 4 ] (X = Cl, Br) have been reported (Carnevale et al. (2010) .
We report herein the synthesis and molecular structure of the title compound, [Hg(ampy) 2 Cl 2 ]. The asymmetric unit of the title compound consists of two half of one mercury, one ampy and one chloride atom. The coordination sphere of the mononuclear complex consists of two chloride ions and two pyridyl nitrogen atoms from two ampy ligands in a distorted tetrahedral geometry ( Table 1 ).
Experimental
An ethanolic solution of 2-amino-3-methylpyridine (10 mmol) was added to a solution of HgCl 2 (5 mmol) in ethanol (10 ml) and stirred for 10 min at 50°C. Slow evaporation of the resulting filtrate gave the colorless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis (decomposition > 240 °C).
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to nitrogen atoms were found in difference Fourier map. H2A, H2B, H4A and H4B were refined with Uiso(H) = 1.5 Ueq(N). H2A, H2B, H4A and H4B were refined with distance restraints of N-H 0.86 (2), 0.87 (2), 0.86 (2) and 0.87 (2), respectively. H atoms attached to C atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.93 Å (CH), with C-H = 0.96 Å (CH 3 ), and U iso (H) = 1.2,1.5U eq (C). The molecular structure of [Hg(ampy) 2 Cl 2 ] with displacement ellipsoids drawn at 30% probability level. 
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